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Nurses are in an excellent position to teach the public about skin cancer prevention and perform cancer screenings.
This study was designed to test an educational intervention intended to teach nursing students about skin cancer so
they can reach competence and be certified by faculty to educate their patients. Similarly, students are educated
and certified in other areas, namely asthma and naloxone administration. By conducting this quasi-experimental
study, the researchers sought to evaluate the effectiveness of adding online skin cancer education to traditional educa-
tional methods. Using a quasi-experimental design, we assigned nursing students (n= 146) to either an intervention
group, which received an online educational treatment, or to a control group, which did not receive any such treat-
ment. Both groups then completed a post-test measure assessing their knowledge about skin cancer (‘knowledge’),
sun protective behaviours (‘behavior’), and perceptions about the role of the nurse in skin cancer prevention (‘role’).
Participants in the intervention group had significantly higher scores on the ‘behavior’ and ‘role’measures, suggesting
that the intervention had successfully impacted these dimensions.

Video to this article can be found online at https://doi.org/10.1016/
j.sctalk.2022.100122.
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Table 1
Scores for each scale: Mean (standard deviation) Likert Scale 1–5.

Table 1 Knowledge Behavior Role of the Nurse

Intervention group 4.49 (0.44) 4.59 (0.41) 4.61 (0.44)
Control group 4.37 (0.75) 4.29 (0.71) 4.06 (0.76)

The mean scores on the knowledge, behavior, and role of the nurse scales for participants in the intervention and control groups are summarized in Table 1.
In Table 1, students were very knowledgeable about skin cancer from their standard curriculum.
The intervention group scored higher on the behavior and role of the nurse variables.
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Table 2
ANCOVA.

Knowledge Behavior Role of the Nurse

Intervention and control groups F = 2.09, p = .15 F = 11.48, p ≤0.001 F = 29.25, p = .001
Not significant Significant Significant

Significance was reached in 2/3 variables. Nursing students were already knowledgeable about skin cancer from their nursing curriculum. The intervention of additional
education via online resources helped to educate the nursing students on sun protective behaviours, and the importance of the role of the nurse in educating others regarding
recognition and prevention of skin cancer and sun protective behaviours.
The ANCOVA results revealed that participants in the intervention and control groups did not significantly differ from one another in their scores on the knowledge scale
(F-value = 2.09, p-value = .15). However, there was a significant difference between intervention group and control group participants in their scores on the behavior
scale (F-value = 11.48, p-value<.001); as can be seen in Table 1, participants in the intervention group tended to have higher scores on this scale. Likewise, intervention
group and control group participants differed significantly from one another in their scores on the role of the nurse scale (F = 29.25, p-value<.001); participants in the
intervention group had higher scores on this scale as well. None of the covariates included in these models were significant predictors of any of the outcomes tested.
Significance was reached in 2/3 variables.
Nursing students were already knowledgeable about skin cancer from their nursing curriculum. The intervention of additional education via online resources helped to
educate the nursing students on sun protective behaviours, and the importance of the role of the nurse in educating others regarding recognition and prevention of skin cancer
and sun protective behaviours.
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