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The relevance of Historically Black Colleges and Universities (HBCUs) is a contested 
argument in both popular and academic press. However, these arguments are primarily limited tc 
the continued existence of HBCUs institutions post Brown v. Board of Education, undergraduate 
student experiences, and institutional dynamics (e.g.. finances, governance and administration). 
A topic that has received limited, if any, attention concerns graduate education at HBCUs, and 
the experiences of Black students pursing graduate degrees at historically Black institutions. 
Black Graduate Education at Historically Black Colleges and Universities.'-Trends, Experiences 
and Outcomes edited by Robert Palmer, Adriel Hilton, and Tiffany Fountaine fills that void. In 
Chapter 1, the editors, provide a thoughtful and detailed outline of the book. In the subsequent 
chapters authors—using a variety of quantitative, qualitative, historical, and theoretical 
approaches—explored graduate students’ experiences at HBCUs (Chapters 4-11); retold the 
histories of graduate education at HBCUs (Chapter 2); examined the impact HBCUs have on 
producing graduate degree earners from Black and other underrepresented conununities 
(Chapters 3); discussed post-graduate outcomes of students with degrees from HBCUs ((Chapter 
12 & 13); and the future of graduate education at HBCUs (Chapter 14).

1 find the text to be both timely and necessary for three reasons. First, as 1 stated before, 
graduate education at HBCUs and Black students pursing graduate education at HBCUs has 
received little-to-no attention in the literature. Second, as John Silvanus Wilson, Executive 
Director of the White House Initiative on Historically Black Colleges and Universities, has 
recently suggested, HBCUs must market themselves aggressively and find their niches in the 21’ 
century. Finally, as racial demographics in the United States continue to shift, 1 posit HBCUs 
will play an important role in educating the growing number of minority students that will be 
pursing graduate degrees. The chapters together provide insight to why HBCUs are relevant
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